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Instructor: Prof. Agnes Ku (£Z37f155)
Email: soagnes@ust.hk/ Office: Rm. 3369 (lift #13-15)/ appointment by email
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HONG KONG CULTURE

AIMS

(1) To examine the symbolic and cultural meanings embedded in the city of Hong Kong;
(2) To decipher the process of cultural continuity and change from historical perspective;
(3) To sensitize students to a critical understanding of local culture in various domains of social life.

INTENDED LEARNING OUTCOMES

Upon completion of the course, students should be able to
e Explain a few salient facets of Hong Kong culture and identity from historical perspective;
e Analyze culture in terms of the values, meanings, discourses and ideologies underpinning
various social spheres;
e Formulate their own informed interpretations of Hong Kong culture.

CONTENT

The course consists of two major thematic clusters and one special topic:
1) Culture and identity from historical perspective
il)  Space, community and cityscape

®  “Culture and identity” looks at the historical formation of Hong Kong culture through the
local/ national/ global nexus. It considers the roles of popular culture (market), the state and
civil society in shaping our local culture since the 1960s. It explores the construction of
identity in different domains of social life from colonial times to the post-colonial era.

®  “Space, community and cityscape” extends the discussion of culture and identity into the arena
of urban space and development, exploring the issues of memory and heritage, public versus
private space, globalism and localism, community and development, urban versus rural, as
well as home and housing inequalities.

®  (Special Topic) “Popular Culture” addresses issues relating to cultural production, popular
tastes and audience reception, while echoing some of the issues relating to culture and identity.

MODES OF LEARNING/ASSESSMENT

Short Assignment 10%
Seminar Presentation 10%
Seminar Participation 10% (including attendance and participation)
Discussion Sessions 5%
Essay 25%
Final Exam 40%

#<  Seminars: Each student will do one group presentation. Attendance in the seminars is required.

sk A short assignment, on an individual basis, is due on Oct 16 (Sun), 11:59pm. (See section VI)

$<  An essay, on an individual basis, is due on Dec 20 (Tue), 11:59pm. Choose from among the 8
seminar questions (Q1-Q8 only) and write an essay of 2,000-3,000 words in English or in
Chinese. References should be included. (Exception: You may write a paper on popular culture,
but you must formulate a specific question and seek prior approval by Nov 30.)

#<  Final exam will be in the form of essays.
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SCHEDULE FOR LECTURES AND SEMINARS

Wk Monday Wednesday

1 [05/09] Introduction [07/09] Culture and Identity (historical focus)
2 [12/09] {holiday} [14/09] Culture and Identity (historical focus)
3 [19/09] Culture and Identity (historical focus) [[21/09] The Concept of Culture

4 [26/09] Discussion [28/09] Culture and Identity (historical focus)
5 [03/10] Culture and Identity (historical focus) |[05/10] Culture and Identity (historical focus)
6 [10/10] Space & Community [12/10] Space & Community

7 [17/10] Space & Community [19/10] SEMINAR (1)

8 [24/10] SEMINAR (2) [26/10] SEMINAR (3)

9 [31/10] SEMINAR (4) [02/11] Space & Community

10 [[07/11] Space & Community [09/11] Space & Community

11 [[14/11] Discussion (Popular Culture) [16/11] Discussion (Popular Culture)

12 [[21/11] SEMINAR (5) [23/11] SEMINAR (6)

13 |[28/11] SEMINAR (7) [30/11] SEMINAR (8)

VI. SHORT ASSIGNMENT

Write an essay of 500-800 words, in English or in Chinese, on ONE of the following two
questions with CLOSE reference to the required reading. (You are advised to focus your
discussion primarily on the reading.) The purpose is to give you some preliminary training
regarding the method, approach as well as language used in cultural/discourse analysis.
[Due date: October 16, 11:59pm]|

Question (A)

“The formation of Hong Kong identity is a process of hegemonic construction.” Discuss
this statement with reference to the right of abode example.

Reading {also reading for seminar 1}:
Ku, Agnes S. (2001b). “Hegemonic Construction, Negotiation and Displacement — Struggle
over Right of Abode in Hong Kong.” International Journal of Cultural Studies, 4 (3): 259-27.

Question (B)

“The nation is a cultural and political construction.” Discuss this statement with reference
to the following reading.

Reading {also reading for seminar 3}:
EEE (1997) > “RikERBUE RS- BRI S S8 SEExE (%) (1997):
(RSt 2 1 & © AHEREE » H 39-67
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VIIL. DISCUSSION SESSIONS, SEMINAR QUESTIONS AND READINGS

[26/09] Discussion Session (Hong Kong ethos)
Identify specific idioms or icons that you think most represent the Hong Kong ethos at
the present time and analyze their symbolic meanings. How far do these meanings
reflect some larger ideological discourses? (*Please prepare two different examples in
writing, in just a couple of lines, and submit them by Sep 24, 11:59pm.)

Readings
GBI (2002): " SR EBAR LT

[14/11] Discussion Session (Popular culture) (more details later)
[16/11] Discussion Session (Popular culture) (more details later)

SEMINAR QUESTIONS

[19/10] Q1 [Culture & Identity] — Narrating Hong Kong
Analyze the cultural frameworks and discourses used to narrate modern Hong Kong

and discuss how they shed light on the representation of Hong Kong identity during
1960s-1990s.

Required Readings
Turner & Ngan (1995), Hong Kong Sixties, pp. pp.xvi, 13-34, 80-83 (focus: 1960s)
Ku (2018), “Identity as Politics” {excerpts} (a historical overview)
Ku (2001), “Hegemonic Construction” (post-1997)
F80 FALHLELF ? ! | in Being Hong Kong 2022, pp252-269 (primary source/ focus: 1980s)

Recommended
Background materials on economic development in 1970s-80s (Leung 1996, pp.4-12)

[Advice]

e Examine these frameworks/ discourses and possible tensions within and among them.

e Consider continuity and change over time (e.g.1960s-70s; 1980s-97 & early post-1997 era).

e The background materials are not directly relevant but would give you some ideas about
HK'’s growth as a prosperous modern economy.

[24/10] Q2 [Culture & Identity] — Remembering (Forgetting) our Past
How have collective memories been constructed and negotiated to tell of Hong Kong's
past?

Required Readings

Zhang et al. (2018), “Politics of Memories” (comparing the museums in Macau & Hong Kong)
Leung (2009) “Fates of European Heritage”

Ku (2010), “Making Heritage in Hong Kong” (Central Police Station compound)

Recommended
Weedon and Jordan (2012), “Collective Memory” (concepts)

[Advice]

e Focus on HK but you may also discuss Macau briefly to shed a comparative light on HK.

e Consider the different underlying frameworks used to selectively remember (or forget) and
represent the past and think about their relations.
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[31/10]

[21/11]
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Q3 [Culture & Identity] — Positioning “Chineseness”
Examine the divergent discourses of Chinese nationalism whereby Hong Kong has
been positioned vis-a-vis mainland China over the years.

Required Readings

RS (1997): ' KIEEREUERGUE 5 , SEEKAEER

FHE 011): T EAECAVES ), B RE R

Lau, T. et al. (2016). “Dynamics of Chinese nationalistic education in HK from 1945 to 2012”
Ma, E. (2007) “Grassroots Nationalism: Changing Identity in a Changing Context”

[Advice]
e Pay attention to the differences and dynamics in the discourses between different camps
and in different fields; explain the development as well as the outcome.

Q4 [Culture & Identity] — Rethinking Hybridity
How far does “hybridity” offer a useful framework to anchor our understanding of
Hong Kong culture?

Required Readings

Wong and Chan (2017) “... Bilingualism in HK’s Linguistic Landscape” (signage)
Padua (2007). “Designing an Identity ... Post-traditional Landscape” (architecture)
Ho (2020) “Cosmopolitan locavorism” (food culture)

Wong (2021), “Making Vitasoy ‘Local’” (case: Vitasoy)

Recommended

BT (2007): [HE—AEFHEAN], H 50-73

[Advice]

e Explore some common and different themes of duality highlighted in the articles; “tradition
vs. modernity” being one example, among others.

e Reflect on some conceptual issues relating to hybridity as addressed in the articles.

QS [Space] — Cityscape

How have the city images of Hong Kong been formed, mobilized and contested?
Analyze how cultural factors interact with other factors in shaping the cityscape as
well as spatial development of Hong Kong since the 1980s.

Required Readings

Healey (2002), “On Creating the ‘City’ as a Collective Resource.” (concepts)

Raco and Gilliam (2011), “Geographies of abstraction” (West Kowloon Cultural District)
Karvelyte (2020), “Shifting Meanings ... Creative City” (adding a comparative angle)

Li (2013), “Teminating Architecture” (Kowloon Station)

[Advice]

Healey’s article provides a clear exposition of the idea of city images.

Give some thought to the divergent ideologies and discourses at work at different times.
Consider not only the government but also other actors who have played a role.

You may discuss Hong Kong comparatively but you need not examine other cities in detail.
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[28/11]

[30/11]
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Q6 [Space] — Place, Heritage and Community
What make places? Analyze the dynamics in the processes of making and un-making
places with reference to some specific examples in Hong Kong.

Required Readings

Gieryn (2000), “A Space for Place in Sociology”

Abbas (1997), Culture and Politics of Disappearance, ch.4
TR ~ TREZR (2009): ¢ T —S55r ikl AT AR AT R il
Lau and Chow (2019). “The Right to Landscape” (State Theatre)

[Advice]

e Gieryn’s article provides a good overview on the notion of place.

e Think about the role of culture in place-making. (Consider how cultural resources are used
and how discourse and space shape each other in generating cultural resources etc.)

Q7 [Space] — Public Spaces
Discuss how public spaces have been regulated, negotiated and/ or transformed
through various discursive and spatial practices in our society.

Required Readings

Ku (2012), “Fashioning ...” (Star Ferry and Queen’s peers/ 2006-07)
Pang (2016) “Arendt n Hong Kong” (art and place rnak1ng/ Umbrella)

Yu (2018) “The Changmg Urban Pol1tlcal Order” (pubhc open spaces in prlvate developments)

Recommended
Qian (2020), “Geographies of Public Space” (concepts)

[Advice]

e Qian’s article offers different theoretical readings of the notion of public space

e Consider how public spaces have been defined and re-defined, and how their uses might be
negotiated by different people through discourses and various activities.

Q8 [Space] — Home & Housing
“Home is a cultural construction that reinforces social inequalities.” Discuss this
statement in the context of Hong Kong.

Required Readings

Chan, Kam Wah (2000). “Prosperity of Inequality”

La Grange and Pretorius (2016). “State-led Gentrification in Hong Kong.”
Choi et al. (2019). “Luxury Housing”

Bipith (1996): " REGETEIHIE %

[Advice]

e Analyze how “home” has been culturally constructed in society.

e Delineate the social/ housing inequalities and explain in what ways the cultural
construction of “home” reinforces (or simply reflects) such inequalities.



SOSC3130/2022Fall

VIII. REFERENCES

A. Hong Kong Culture: Introduction/Overview
L SRELE (2002) © s EmAA LR ) - SRR - REESR  [BEEEL U] - &
AERER © H 86-95 -
2. #RZE (2002) (BB~ BrBBUE]) - A Gn - (Rt T, JeMryis - & & E i
W) B AEAE - H 343373
3. Ku, Agnes S. 2018. “Identity as Politics — Contesting the Local, the National and the Global.”

In T. L. Lui et al. (eds), Routledge Handbook of Contemporary Hong Kong. London:
Routledge, 451-461.

4.  Turner, Matthew, and Irene Ngan (eds). 1995. Hong Kong Sixties — Designing Identity. Hong
Kong: Hong Kong Arts Centre, pp.xvi, 13-34, 80-83.

B. Hong Kong Culture: Specific Issues

5. WS~ TRIEZE (2009) T — it EEE T ARHVE E—E TR, B ) - B
B, A&l =K% [(FASUEBUE] - & © BERPHRGL -

6. ZFtHE (2011) - R (45) : UBHEHES « &8 hE B4 2R ] - 4 TR
Bkt - H 275-299 -

7. PR (2007): [FriE—(CEAEAN]Y - FA 1 Oxford University Press, H 50-73

PREREES (1997) @ [FAMTBIEE] - T/ @ =0 > H 141-156 » 169-178 -

9. EEEER (1997): TTAHMA 5 TEMRE? - 1 (PEUSRAEHR) BATEAREEES -
skgE A (dm) - (REAYST 2 Y- &0 AREE - | 13-67 -

10. ZRyigh (1996): " ARESGHETEIVER - EHPDEESR  [HEFEBCGER] &8 =
P, H 104-111 -

11 EEEE (1997): " RIEERBERGUG---BIFR RGBS 240 - #EkE (48) @ G
AT 2 1> & AR > H 39-67 ¢

12.  Abbas, Ackbar. 1997. Culture and Politics of Disappearance. Minneapolis: University of
Minnesota Press, ch.4, pp. 63-90.

13. Chan, Kam Wah. 2000. “Prosperity or Inequality: Deconstructing the Myth of Home
Ownership in Hong Kong.” Housing Studies, Vol. 15 (1), 29-44.

14. Choi, Wing Yee Kimburley, Annie H.N. Chan and Anita K. W. Chan. (accepted in 2019).
“Producing ‘Luxury’ Housing: Developers’ Strategies and Housing Advertisements in Hong
Kong (1961-2011).” Urban Studies.

15. Ho (2020) “Cosmopolitan locavorism: Global-local Food Movements in Postcolonial Hong
Kong”

16. Jessop, B. and N. L. Sum. 2000. “An Entrepreneurial City in Action: Hong Kong’s Emerging
Strategies in and for (Inter-) Urban Competition.” Urban Studies, 37:2287-2313.

17. Ku, A. 2001a. “The ‘Public’ up against the State — Narrative Cracks and Credibility Crisis in
Post-Colonial Hong Kong.” Theory, Culture & Society 18 (1): 125-40.

18. Ku, A. 2001b. “Hegemonic Construction, Negotiation and Displacement — Struggle over Right
of Abode in Hong Kong.” International Journal of Cultural Studies, 4 (3): 259-278.

19. Ku, A. 2004. “Immigration Policies, Discourses, and the Politics of Local Belonging in Hong
Kong (1950-1980).” Modern China, 30 (3), pp. 326-360.

[Chinese version] %+l 35 (2010) " #£ 1 R BUSR 09 FE SE WA BR B & & 5 7 30 [ 69 #% ik
(1950-80) (A EGwai] - 55 2 A -

20. Ku, A. 2012 “Re-making Places and Fashioning an Opposition Discourse — Struggle over the
Star Ferry Pier and the Queen’s Pier in Hong Kong.” Environment and Planning D: Space and
Society, Volume 30, pp.5-22.

o



21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

SOSC3130/2022Fall

Ku, A. 2015. “Making Cultures and Spaces from Below — New Urban Activism in Hong
Kong.” In J. Wang et al. (eds). Making Cultural Cities in Asia - Mobility, Assemblage, and the
Politics of Aspirational Urbanism, London: Routledge, pp.191-203.

[Chinese version] #+/155(2018): " fREEBIHAEEUE | - HEDE ~ REER (47) 1 [114E
FRY B FETSOREHAGE - 5 99-113

Ku, A. 2018. “Identity as Politics.” In Routledge Handbook of Contemporary Hong Kong,
edited by T. Lui, W.K. Chiu, and R. Yep. London: Routledge, 451-461.

Ku, A. and C. Tsui. 2008. “The ‘Global City’ as a Cultural Project — The Case of the West
Kowloon Cultural District.” In H. Siu and A. Ku (eds), Hong Kong Mobile: Making a Global
Population. Hong Kong: HKU Press.

Ma, E. (2007) “Grassroots Nationalism: Changing Identity in a Changing Context.” The China
Review 7 (2), 149-167.

La Grange, A. and F. Pretorius. 2016. “State-led Gentrification in Hong Kong.” Urban Studies,
Vol. 53 (3): 506-523.

Lau L.K.P. and P. Chow (2019). “The Right to Landscape: Social Sustainability and the
Conservation of the State Theatre, Hong Kong.” Sustainability, 11, 1-16.

Lau, T., T. Tse and Y. W. Leung. (2016). “Dynamics of Chinese Nationalist Education in Hong
Kong from 1945 to 2012.” Oxford Review of Education, Vol. 42, 6, pp.677-691.

Leung, Maggi. 2009. “Fates of European Heritage in Post-Colonial Contexts: Political
Economy of Memory and Forgetting in Hong Kong.” Geographische Zeitschrift 97, pp.24-42.
Li, Shigiao (2013). “Terminating Architecture: Mega-Development in Hong Kong.” Theory,
Culture and Society 30 (7/8): 277-289.

Mathews, Gordon. 1997. Heunggongyahn: "On the Past, Present, and Future of Hong Kong
Identity." Bulletin of Concerned Asian Scholars 29 (3): 3-13.

Mathews, Gordon., Eric. Ma and T. L. Lui, Hong Kong, China — Learning to Belong to a
Nation. London: Routledge, pp.4-18, 66-77, 107-114, 156-167.

Pang, Laikwan. 2016. “Arendt in Hong Kong — Occupy, Participatory Art, and Place-Making.”
Cultural Politics, vol. 12, issue 2, 155-172.

Padua, Mary. 2007. “Designing an Identity: The Synthesis of a Post-traditional Landscape
Vocabulary in Hong Kong.” Landscape Research, Vol. 32, 2, pp. 225-240.

Raco, M. and K. Gilliam. 2012. “Geographies of Abstraction, Urban Entrepreneurialism, and
the Production of New Cultural Spaces: The West Kowloon Cultural District.” Environment
and Planning A, Vol. 44, pp. 1425-1442.

Wang, X., Y. Ye, and C. K. Chan. 2019. “Space in a Social Movement: A Case Study of
Occupy Central in Hong Kong in 2014.” Space and Culture 22 (4): 434-448.

Wong, Alicia & Susan Chan. 2017. “From ‘the World of Suzie Wong’ to ‘Asia’s World City’:
Tracing the Development of Bilingualism in Hong Kong’s Linguistic Landscape (1957-2014).
International Journal of Multilingualism, 15 (4), 435-454.

Wong, J. 2021. “Making Vitasoy ‘Local’ in Post-World War II Hong Kong: Traditionalizing
Modernity, Engineering Progress, Nurturing Aspirations.” Business History Review 95
(summer): 275-300.

Wong, Ting-hong. 2002. Hegemonies Compared: State Formation and the Chinese School
Politics in Post-war Singapore and Hong Kong. New York: RoutledgeFalmer.

Yu, Y. 2018. “The Changing Urban Political Order and Politics of Space: A Study of Hong
Kong’s POSPD Policy.” Urban Affairs Review 54 (4): 732-760.

Zhang, Carol, H. Xiao, N. Morgan and T. Ly. 2018. “Politics of Memories: Identity
Construction in Museums.” Annals of Tourism Research 73, pp.116-130.

General Theoretical Resources

41.

42.
43.

R (2011) o DAl 2 WA - R 20 - Bl ~ BT scte] - 246 HE
YA

Delanty, Gerard. 2003. Community. London: Routledge, pp.50-71.

Duara, P. 1996. “Historicizing National Identity, or Who Imagines What and When,”
Becoming National — A Reader, edited by G. Eley and R. Suny, Oxford: OUP, pp. 151-177.



44,

45.

46.

47.

48.
49.

50.

51.

52.

53.

SOSC3130/2022Fall

Gieryn, Thomas F. 2000. “A Space for Place in Sociology.” Annual Review of Sociology, 26:
463-96.

Hall, Stuart (ed.). 1997. Representation — Cultural Representations and Signifying Practices.
London: Sage and the Open University, chs. 1 & 5.

Hayden, Dolores. 2003. “Urban Landscape History: The Sense of Place and the Politics of
Space (an extract).” In Narrating Hong Kong Culture and Identity, edited by Pun Ngai and
Yee Lai-man, HK: OUP, pp.287-307.

Healey, Patsy. 2002. “On Creating the ‘City’ as a Collective Resource.” Urban Studies, 39 (10),
1777-1792.

O’Sullivan, T. 1994. Key Concepts in Communication & Cultural Studies. Routledge.

Phillips, Nelson and Cynthia Hardy. 2002. Discourse Analysis — Investigating Processes of
Social Construction. London: Sage Publications, ch 1.

Qian, J. 2020. “Geographies of Public Space: Variegated Publicness, Variegated
Epistemologies.” Progress in Human Geography, 44(1), pp.77-98.

Redfern, P. A. 2003. “What Makes Gentrification ‘Gentrification’?” Urban Studies, 40 (2),
2351-66.

Weedon, C. and G. Jordan. 2012. “Collective Memory: Theory and Politics.” Social Semiotics,
22 (2), 143-153.

Wilson, D. & T. Muller. 2004. “Growth Coalitions, Language, and Metaphorical Deployment
in St Louis,” Professional Geographer, 56 (2): 282-294.



